
  

 

Community Connection 

    your River Wilderness community newsletter 

April 2020 



2 

              

   

River Wilderness of Bradenton Foundation 

Board of Directors 

rwboard@rwhoa.org 

Peter DiGirolamo 

Jan Kaufman  

David Kelley 

Dan Salisbury 

Jim Andries 

Robert (Bob) Miller 

Michael Longobardi 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Director 

Director 

Developer Director 

info@rwhoa.org 

info@rwhoa.org 

hoasec@rwhoa.org 

lakes@rwhoa.org 

arc@rwhoa.org 

  

HOA Committees 

Jim Andries  

Dan Salisbury 

Jan Kaufman 

Pam O’Neill 

Peter DiGirolamo 

 

Dan Salisbury 

JoAnne Allen 

  

Architectural Review 

Treasurer 

Landscaping 

Collections 

Property/Infrastructure 

Access & Safety 

Lakes 

Welcome Committee 

Community Standards 

arc@rwhoa.org 

finance@rwhoa.org 

land@rwhoa.org 

finance@rwhoa.org 

roads@rwhoa.org 

access@rwhoa.org 

lakes@rwhoa.org 

welcome@rwhoa.org 

csc@rwhoa.org 

Argus Property Management 

Justin Gonzales 

Becky LaRue  

Merry Porter 

Property Manager 

Assessments/Accounts 

On-Site Community Manager 

propertymgr@rwhoa.org 

Becky@ArgusMgmt.com 

Merry@ArgusMgmt.com 

RW Community Connection Team 

communityconnection@rwhoa.org 

 

David Kelley, Board Rep         Peggy Caltabiano          Jill McGarry           Pam O’Neill 



3 

 Greetings from your HOA 

 

On April 21, the 2020 Annual Member and Organizational Meetings were held.  
Due to the current COVID19 pandemic, the meeting was conducted by adopting 
protocols to maintain proper social distancing.   

 

A total of 504 votes were received to fill three positions on the board.  Elected to 
the board to fill Director slots until April 2022 were: 

 

Peter DiGirolamo 

Dan Salisbury 

David Kelley 

 

At the Organizational Meeting  which followed the Member Meeting, the HOA 
Board elected the following Officers: 

 

Peter DiGirolamo, President 

Jan Kaufman, Vice President 

Dan Salisbury, Treasurer 

David Kelley, Secretary 

 

The Board thanks the RW Community for your participation during this difficult 
time and appreciates your continued support.   
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Our Community Center is currently closed for meeting usage dur-

ing the  COVID19 social distancing guidelines.  Merry Porter is 

still available during her regularly scheduled hours.  If you need 

to talk with Merry, please contact her at 941-981-5520 or via 

email at Merry@Argusmgmt.com rather than dropping into the 

office.  

 

      

 

DROP BOX 

There is a drop box by the front door of the of the Community Center.  The drop box may be 

used to leave Architectural Review Committee forms, responses to Violation Notices and com-

munications for Merry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RW Community Center 

The Community Connection Team is looking for a few volunteers to write 
articles for our quarterly newsletter. Local events, current news, pictures 

of wildlife, neighbor spotlights, etc. Please email:   

communityconnection@rwhoa.org if interested! 

mailto:communityconnection@rwhoa.org
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RW Updates and Reminders 

HOA DOCUMENTS 

A re you new to RW?  Do you have a question re-
garding what color to paint your mailbox?  Are 

you wondering if fishing is permitted in the pond by 
your house?  The answer to all of these questions and 
more can be found on the rwhoa.org web page.   If 
you are new to Florida and/or a community with an 
HOA, below you will find interesting information re-
garding HOA’s in Florida:   

HOA Governing Documents:  Florida HOA’s are typi-
cally governed by at least three official documents. 
These documents include the Articles of Incorpora-
tion, the Association By Laws and the Master Declara-
tion of Restrictive Covenants. The following is a de-
scription of each of these documents:   

Articles of Incorporation 

Articles of Incorporation is the document that estab-
lishes a legal corporate entity and allows it to operate 
in Florida. The Articles of Inc. document is filed with 
the Florida Department of State and can be found at 
the Sunbiz website. The Articles of Incorporation spec-
ify the following; 

 -Name of the corporation   
 -Establishment of Bylaws 

-Purpose of the corporation (profit or non-
profit)  

-Terms of Existence 

 -Membership requirements   
 -Dissolution process 

 -Voting rights of members   
 -Articles amendment process 

 -Board of Directors and Officers 

Association Bylaws 

The Bylaws document is an internal corporate docu-
ment that sets out the basic ground rules for oper-
ating the corporation. These include: 

• Purpose of the corporation 

• Address of its principle office 

• Membership, meeting types, quorums, proce-
dures, minutes and the voting process 

• Powers of the Board of Directors, length of terms, 
voting and director replacement procedures. 

• Fiscal management and assessments 

• Bylaws amendment process 

Declaration of Restrictive Covenants 

The Covenants (Master, Phase 1, Phase 2a, Phase 2b), 
in essence, are a contract between the homeowners 
and the association, the River Wilderness of Braden-
ton Foundation. This contract is attached to each lot 
and is said to “run with the land” and specifies the 
rules and obligations of homeowners and the Founda-
tion. These include: 

• The Foundation’s obligation to collect assessments 
to maintain the common areas and to enforce the 
Covenants. 

• The rights of lot owners to use the common areas, 
their obligation to pay assessments and abide by 
the rules and regulations enumerated in the Cove-
nants such as house colors, landscaping, air condi-
tioners, parking, pets and general maintenance. 

• Since the Covenants are a contract between all 
homeowners and the Foundation, they are diffi-
cult to modify and require the affirmative vote of 
2/3’s of all homeowners to effect any change. 
Presently with 890 lots in RW, 584 positive votes 
are required to make any change to the Master 
Declaration. 

Neighborhoods within RW, which are members of sub
-HOA’s (such as Brookridge, Cypress Glen, The Ham-
mocks, etc.) have an additional set of Articles of Incor-
poration, Bylaws and Declaration of Covenants which 
also govern each sub-HOA. 
 
 

 

http://www.rwhoa.org/
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COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE UNSIGNED POSTCARDS 

The Board has received numerous complaints about the unsigned postcards delivered to our com-
munity.  These are the same types of postcards that we've seen for the last 2-3 years usually just 
prior to the election or a vote.  Many of the complaints have included a question about how to 
stop receiving them. 

 

At least two folks from the neighborhood, including one of our residents, who issued a formal 
complaint to the Postmaster, shared this helpful information:   

 

According to the Postmaster the best way to stop receiving these postcards is to take the 
postcard, attach your name and address to it and a note that you no longer want to receive 
postcards from that source.  Hand it back to the postal worker.  Note:  Your address is not 
shown on the postcard so it is important for you to give that information to the postal work-
er.  You can put a post-it note on the postcard or tape/staple a sheet of paper with your name 
and address on it.  You can hand it directly to the postal worker or you can place it in your 
mailbox as if it was outgoing mail. 

 

The Post Office will add your address to a growing list of the River Wilderness residents who no 
longer wish to receive them.  

SCAM ALERT 

You've probably all heard about the scams, from the "Hi Grandma" scam where they say they are 
your grandson and they are in jail, to the Microsoft "We need to fix your computer for you" scam, 
and the IRS scam.  Here is one that seems to be pretty active right now: 

You get a call asking for a particular person.  They have your name and address.  They ask you if 
you have received your new Medicare Card.  If you say yes, they generally hang up.  If you say no 
this person will gladly take your information and will rush it to you.  Of course they need you to 
"confirm" your Social Security Number.  That should be a big Red Flag.   

Note:  Social Security does not call you about things like that.  They will always mail a letter to you. 

If you receive calls like that - just hang up.  Don't let them waste one precious moment of your 
life.  The Identity you save may be your own!   

SIDEWALKS 

For those of you who have more vehicles than will fit in your garage please also be courteous for 
everyone who is out enjoying the sunshine with a walk through the neighborhood.  Folks walking, 
pushing strollers, wheelchairs or using walkers need a clear and safe path along the side-
walks.  Please be sure your vehicles are not blocking the sidewalks which may cause problems for 
someone trying to navigate around your vehicle. 

RW Updates and Reminders 
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SAFETY BITS 

 

To assist with reducing the speeding prob-
lem in River Wilderness the Board has in-
stalled stop signs at some intersections 
and we have had some speed humps 
placed.  Vehicles should NOT drive around 
speed humps on to any lawn areas.  We 
are still waiting on some sign posts to ar-
rive so the speed hump notifications can 
be placed appropriately.  We've had white 
lines painted, or repainted, at some of the 
intersections which has helped catch the 
attention of the drivers.   

 

Note:  Golf Carts must stop at the Stop 
signs and then proceed the same as a ve-
hicle.   We have had a couple of close-calls 
due to golf cart drivers not stopping. 

 

Bicyclists must also stay aware of vehicles 
and pedestrians and cross streets.  Bicy-
clists, cruising through the community, 
should be riding in the street, not up on 
the sidewalk.   

 

Reminder:  The speed limit in River Wil-
derness is 20 mph.  The speed limit in the 
Islands is 15 mph.  For your safety, and the 
safety of your friends and neighbors, 
please pay attention to the speed limits 
within the gates of our lovely community. 
 

 

RW REFUSE & RECYCLING  
COLLECTION DAYS 

Refuse - Tuesday & Friday 

Recyclables - Tuesday 

Yard Waste - Wednesday 

 

Holiday collections:  When 
a holiday falls within the 
workweek, trash will be 
collected one day later than our sched-
uled pickup day for the remainder of that 
week. Regular collection days resume the 
following Monday.  The remaining 2020 
holidays,  observed by Manatee County 
are:   

MEMORIAL DAY - Monday, May 25 

INDEPENDENCE DAY - - Saturday, July 4 

LABOR DAY - Monday, September 7  

THANKSGIVING DAY - Thursday, November 26  

CHRISTMAS DAY - Thursday, December 25 

For more information, click here: https://
www.mymanatee.org/departments/

utilities/trash_and_recycling  

 

RW Updates and Reminders 

 - REMINDER - 
 

It is permissible for residents to place 
covered trash cans, recyclable contain-
ers and yard waste items curbside  af-
ter 5 pm of the day preceding collec-
tion day. At the end of the collection day  
all trash cans and recycle bins need to 

be put away out of street view.  

https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/utilities/trash_and_recycling
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/utilities/trash_and_recycling
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/utilities/trash_and_recycling
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Future RW of Bradenton Foundation, Inc. HOA Board Meetings 

May 19, 2:00 pm 

June 16, 6:30 pm 

July—No Meeting 

August 18, 2:00 pm 

Meetings are held at the RW Community Center, unless otherwise stated.  As the Community 

Center parking is limited,  carpooling is appreciated.  

 

Annual Meeting Update 

 

Due to the COVID-19 constraints and requirements to maintain social distancing temporary proto-

cols were adopted for the election and annual meeting.  These protocols were communicated to 

RW residents via email.  If you wish to view these communications, you may do so at: http://

rwhoa.org/RW_2014/hoa_comm/comm_pagerw.htm along with the HOA’s official communication 

on the results of the election.  Also attached to the HOA’s election results communication were 

PDF’s on the Annual Member Presentation and the Member Questions submitted by email.   

 

 For an archive of HOA Financial Reports and Meeting Minutes, go to  

Argus Property Management 

Click on Client Login, select River Wilderness of Bradenton Foundation and then 
enter our password*.     

*If you do no know the password, please contact Merry at 941-981-5520 or via 
email at Merry@Argusmgmt.com  

http://rwhoa.org/RW_2014/hoa_comm/comm_pagerw.htm
http://rwhoa.org/RW_2014/hoa_comm/comm_pagerw.htm
http://www.argusmgmt.com/
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Meetings and Events in the local area have been cancelled or postponed due to the 
current coronavirus situation.  Below are links to check for events in the Parrish com-
munity once restrictions are lifted:   

 

https://parrishflorida.com/ 

http://www.frrm.org/ 

 

 

 

Parrish United Methodist Church Food Pantry Needs Our Help  

  

While I’ve been sheltering at home, I’ve asked myself, “what can I do to help oth-
ers without endangering my health of that of other’s?” Food banks all over the 
country have been hit hard during this pandemic. We live in an area that is in 
critical need of our help. There is a food bank at the Parrish United Methodist 
Church (located at 12180 US Hwy 301 N. in Parrish). Donations can be dropped off 
curbside for convenience.  This would be an excellent time for RW residents to clean 
out their cupboards and pantries to help those in need in our community. I encourage 
everyone to participate in this safe way to help during this time. You can reach the 
church office at (941)776-3068.    

https://parrishumc.com/food-pantry-ministry/ 

 

 Submitted by Polly Orbach  

https://parrishflorida.com/
http://www.frrm.org/
https://parrishumc.com/food-pantry-ministry/
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Yard of the Month 
 

Have you ever wondered about the River Wilderness Yard of the Month?  This has been a tra-
dition here for many years and has been carried out by only one volunteer. 

 

The RW HOA is looking for a volunteer or two to help continue the RW Yard of the Month tra-
dition.  If you have an interest in gardening, enjoy holiday décor, like meeting new people and are 
interested serving your community in a fun way, please send an email to the Community Connec-
tion mailbox with your contact information:  communityconnection@rwhoa.org. 

 

 
 

Do You Know Any Fun Facts About River Wilderness? 

 

Do you have photographs from when RW first began or even before the development started?  Do 
you have a fun story or photos relating to RW?  If so, share the information with the Community Con-

nection Team at communityconnection@rwhoa.org for possible inclusion in a future edition of the 
newsletter. 

 
 Thank you! 

mailto:communityconnection@rwhoa.org

